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Quarterly Crater Region Environmental Stewardship Team (CREST) Meeting Agenda
Location: In-Person, CPDC Office (1964 Wakefield St, Petersburg VA, 23805)
Date: February 4th, 2026
Time: 12pm-2pm

12-12:30pm: Lunch (provided to RSVP’d attendees)
12:30-12:45pm: Crater PDC Staff Updates
· Certified Floodplain Manager Services
· Available to all localities as needed—includes permit review, FIRM/FIS support, translating floodplain ordinance language, LOMC/CLOMC
· Chesapeake Bay Landscape Professional Level I Certification
· CPDC is sponsoring landscaping/grounds employees from the region to get CBLP level 1 certified
· Locality staff are welcome to participate and may be able to be sponsored, depending on the number of participants. Reach out to Kit if interested. 
· Regional Resilience Plan Progress Report
· Technical Memo #3 is in development
· Next steering committee meeting is on March 4th from 12-2pm. 
· Upcoming Conferences:
· Virginia Lakes & Watersheds Association (Kit presenting)
· Environment Virginia (Kit presenting)
· Virginia Floodplain Management Association
· Virginia Association of United Land Trusts
12:45-1:15pm: Virginia Salt Management Strategy Overview, Rebecca Murphy, Coastal Program Manager, Northern VA Regional Commission
· View presentation here
1:15-1:45pm: Water Sample Salinity Testing Activity 
· Izaak Walton League of America provided salinity testing kits
· Water samples from 3 sites: Patton Park (Petersburg), Hopewell Marina, Hopewell City Park
· Hopewell City Park had the highest salinity level at 85ppm, which is still considered freshwater and within regulatory standards. However, this does demonstrate that salt is present in the City’s stormwater system and discharged into the Appomattox River. 
1:45-2pm: Group Roundtable Updates
· City of Petersburg:
· Tree inventory is almost complete; 3,400 street trees added, trees on city-owned property are currently underway
· East Washington Street planting project is underway with plans to plant this spring near the rail bridge crossing at the western end of the corridor
· CFPF funds awarded for improvements to Wilcox Dam
· Virginia Dept. Of Forestry
· Virginia Trees for Clean Water applications are open through the end of 2026
· Riparian Forests for Landowners (RFFL) Landowner interest form
· Funding for up to 300ft of riparian buffer planting on either side of a waterway
· Wetlands Watch
· Will host an online lunch and learn on February 20th to discuss ongoing legislative session updates
· Seeking participants for a discussion on the efficacy of the RAFT and the localities’ experience going through the program

2pm: Adjourn

“The sustainability of nature, he said, never just falls into place; it must be brought out through that human work that also brings out our humanity.”

― Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing, The Mushroom at the End of the World: On the Possibility of Life in Capitalist Ruins
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